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Tne following report of a sermon 
preached by Bishop O. F. Whitney, 
is taken from the Utah nguirer, 
of Provo City. The discourse was 
delivered at a Quarterly Conference 
of the Utah Stake of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
December 2nd and 8rd, 1888. 


The speaker said he desired to en- 


joy the attention of the ple, in 
order that their faith might be con- 
centrated in seeking the things de- 
sired. In concentration there is a 

we allow our thoughts to wander, we 
are not so able to gain the power of 
the Lord as when we are united as 
the heart of one man. Iu unity there 
is strength; in disunion there is weak- 
ness, e are commanded to come 
together to drink of the same spirit, 
and become united in our thoughts, 
our feelings, our notions, and our 
godly aspirations. We meet together 
that we may be mutually benefited, 
and speak of the things that pertain 
unto life and salvation. We meet 
r that we may be united on 


In confusion there is weakness. 


together 
things that pertain to our temporal 


* 


as well as our spiritual welfare. I 
attended a priesthood meeting yes- 
terday in Salt Lake City, and things 
were there discussed that showed me 
how necessary it is that we should 
attend to our duties. I was there dee 

ly impressed with this one thing: 

we do not attend our meeti we 


will lose the Spirit of God, and be at 


variance with the priesthood. When 
I heard one man give his views on a 
certain principle that was there dis 
cussed, and knew of men who had 
opposite views, [thought how neces- 
sary it is that we have the Spirit of 
God, that we may be united in the 
— of God. There is mischief in 
brethren of the same faith holdi 

entirely opposite views on the self- 
same principle. Such a course tends 
to lead astray. One man may give 
his views on a certain doctrine, and 
by reason of his position, the people 
who hear him believe his words to 
be the words of inspiration. But 
another man comes along, also hold- 
ing an ae open position, and he 
speaks on the same pasion, but ad- 
vocates doctrines that are diametri, 
cally opposed to the propositions of 


— 
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the other speaker. Here, then, is mis- 
chief and disunion, and we see the ne- 
cessity of our — 1 oy wer of God 
resting upon us. e Spirit of God 
is truth at all times, and truth is co- 
herent. Paul said, I pray you, bre- 
thren, to avoid disputations. I pray 
you, brethren, to speak the same 
things.” How shall this be done un- 
less we all drink of the same spirit, 
that leads and guides into all truth. 
Take a man who reads a newspaper 
regularly, who is a devoted reader of 
me and you will find him ready 
at all times to appeal to his mind on 
we secular subject that may come up 
before him, for the newspaper is a 
po ular educator. It is not only the 

ible, the Book of Mormon, and other 
Church works, that we should read, 
but we should gather wisdom from 
all good books. A man who does not 
keep himself ted will not be able 
to enter intelligently into the discus- 
sion of events transpiring in the world, 
because he has not been a regular 
reader of the papers, and consequently 
is not conversant enough to enter in- 
telligently into the discussion of any 
topic. Hence how necessary it is that 
meetings like this should be held, 
that we might become familiar with 
the events transpiring in the provi- 
dence of God, and study intelligently 
the principles of salvation that are 
discoursed upon. We must be men 
of example as well as precept. We 
must be found walking in the path of 
life and salvation if we exhort others 
to tread it. If we are not, then are 
we either hypocrites or very weak 
mortals. I do not say every man is a 
hypocrite who does not practice that 
which he advocates, but he is very 
weak. We must climb the ladder 
ourselves, though we be burdened 
with weaknesses, and stumble at 
every step, if we expect to reach the 
summit of our hopes and godly aspi- 
rations. How many are there umong 
this people who, if drawn to the line 
and the plummet, could stand up and 
say they were filled with the Spirit of 
God, and that they did actually know 
for themselves that they were living 
up to their religion, that they knew 
Joseph Smith was an inspired pro- 
phet, and that cof kuew this to be 
the great work of God! I hope all 


who have assembled here to-day, are 
able to bear this humble testimony; 
and should there be any who cannot 
do this, I conjure them to rest not 
until they can say so, for the day is 
coming when we will be put to the 
test—when we will be tried to the 
very core. We will all see the day, 
when you will find these words to be 
true. You must know that Jesus is 
the Christ, that Mormonism” is true, 
or you will not stand and endure to 
the end. Why is it, then, that so 
many of the Saints are negligent, and 
disgrace the priesthood which they 
bear? Is it possible that they can 
honestly believe themselves that this 
is the work of God. Look at the 
men who are engaged in the various 
avocations of life. Why, they go to 
work with their whole hearts, and 
pursue their certain labors with en- 
ergy and witha will. But the work 
of is neglected by many of such 
men. In the one instance it is gain 
they are after. In the other—in re- 
gard to the kingdom of God—it is 
only eternal life, and that, forsooth, 
can be laid upon the shelf and be 
utterly neglected. They imagine, 
because it is only the salvation of 
their souls they are after, that that is 
all right. There is no way of proving 
the sincerity of our professions, but 
by practicing them. And when a man 
ceases to practice what he preaches, 
you may rest assured that doubt is 
creeping Over the mind of that man 
concerniug the truths of the Gospel. 
You may say you know of immoral 
men who know that Joseph Smith 
was a prophet of the most high God. 
You show me such a man, and I will 
show you a man that did not obtain 
such a testimony in his immorality, 
but when he was living his religion; 
and I will also show you in the self- 
same man one who is losing the Spirit 
of God by his own folly, for the Spirit 
of God will not dwell in unclean 
tabernacles. The Spirit of God may 
descend, and yet nottarry. It is only 
vouchsafed to men who are honest in 
their professions. Would apostates 
be found fighting against if they 
knew that He lived and that this was 
His work? I think not. No one 
knowe the darkness of a soul that has 
turned away from the light after it 
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has been kindled within them. You 
may have a partial knowledge of it, 
but you cannot penetrate the reality. 
No one knows the darkness, only they 
who have experienced it. So it is 
with those who die to the things of 
God. There is only one way to be 
united in the work of the living God, 
and that is to keep abreast of it. This 
work never was intended to stand 
still. It never has, from the time God 
the Father and His Son Jesus Christ 
appeered to Joseph and told him he 
been appointed to be the instru- 
ment in ushering in the dispensation 
of the fullness of times. It never has 
stood still; no matter the ordeals of 
the fire and the sword that have swept 
away the chaff from the wheat, and 
the trials and viscissitudes that the 
Saints of God have encountered since 
the establishment of His work in this 
day and age of the world; not even 
at times, as it were, when it has trem- 
bled on the brink of destruction. It 
never has stood still. It never will. 
And when men think that the king- 
dom of God will sink if they take 
their departure from the ship, they 
are entirely mistaking. The end of 
such men we know of, for we have 
seen it verified wonderfully. All the 
processes of purification throug 
which the work of God has passed, 
have all been necessary for the bene- 
fit of His work. It is not quantity 
that God is after, but quality. It is 
the gold He wants, not the dross. 
The ral sermon of this work has 
been preached time and time again, 
in the halls of Congress, in the pulpit, 
and in other places. But still 8 
work lives, and though men may quit 
the ship, she will ride on, breasting 
the breakers that are ahead, until she 
sails eventually into the haven of 
We cannot stand 


pay our tithing, we are going back. 


It 4 


darkened mind, and a falling away 
from the truths of the Gospel. This 
was the excuse used by some of the 
prominent men in the Church at Nau- 
voo. But it did not work. Noman 
can stand between us and our per- 
sonal right to receive the blessings of 
a just We will not be con- 
demned because of an apostle’s mis- 
d neither will we besaved bysome 
one else’s energy. The Prophet Joseph 
was commanded of God to do things 
that looked evil, and and 
devilish in the minds of the wicked; 
and such men pointed at his actions 
as a justification for their own evil 
doings, because they theſpro- 

het was doing evil. e must not 
judge with our natural eye or our 
natural ear. We may say we have 
beheld a vision of angels, use we 
beheld an apparition with our natural 
eye. Do we not know that the devil 
can transform himself into an angel, 
and come in a bright form? But he 
cannot breathe from his presence the 
Holy Ghost. Satan has the spirit. of 
darkness with him, not the spirit of 
light. He has the spirit of evil, not 
the Spirit of God. hen you see a 
man following after evil, and tending 
to make men disbelieve in God, per- 
secuting Christ’s followers, you may 
kuow with a certainty that he is in- 
spired with a spirit of darkness, for 

atan will not inspire a man to do 
good; no, not one. I hear of same 
neglecting to pay their tithing because 
of the recent action of the Govern- 
ment towards the people. Is it men 
you are commanded to pay your tith- 
ing to? Or is it to in order to 
obtain His promise: “He that is 
tithed, shall not be burned.” What 
matters if a surreptitious hand steals 
away the 1 of God's people? 
They who steal from the Temple of 
God, and who steal the sacred gifts 
of Jehovah’s people, will be account- 
able for their deeds. That does not 


ard | prevent us offering our gifts to God. 


The whole earth is the Lord’s, and 
the fullness thereof; the cattle on a 
thousand hills; the hidden treasures 
in the mountains; and the day will 
come when God will reveal the gold 
and the silver, and the precious stones 
to the vision of the 


— 
— 


| 
still. There is no such a thing. You 
throw a stone into the air; it does 
not stay there. It is the same wa 
with us. We must either go forw 
or backward. When we 5 to 
sisters, you are not excused from at- } 
tending to —.— duties because of the 2 
0 — — has 
excuse from the invin ut } 
it will not hold water. 
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construction of Zion and her temples. 
Read the beautiful description of the 
temple that is to be built in the last 
ms John saw in vision while 
ring banishment on the Isle of 
Patmos. It is for our own sakes that 
God permits us to attend to those 
duties; and it is a glorious privilege 
to be allowed to do the will of 
There is no man who pays his tithing 
with an honest h ut that does 
it for the benefit of 's work. They 
who do it to be seen of man, are not 
fit to be associated with the Saints of 
the Most High. There is within every 
man’s heart a lamp, that ought to be 
trimmed and burning, and every man 
should follow the glimmerings of the 
light kindled there by the Spirit of 
The world say we are told by 
our leaders how to vote. This is not 
so. I never was told how to vote in 
my life. Jam a free man; the Gos- 
pel made me free, and I have alwa 
voted for the best man. The world 
also accuse us of coming here for 
earthly gain. Preposterous! Think 
of men and women crossing frozen 
rivers, and snow-covered plains, en- 
during hardships and privations, mob- 
bings and plunderings, whippings and 
houndings, and then say they do it for 
earthly gain! It is not so; there has 
been one great motive in all of it, and 
that is, a desire to serve the Lord and 
do His will. When the world admit 
these facts, they will have struck the 
key that leads to the unraveling and 
ution of the Mormon” problem. 
But not until then. I say it is a pro- 
gressive work. It changes its color, 
as the glorious sunbeams do to make 
the ladder of light. It changes its 
appearance, but it does not change its 
nature—it is the same “ Mormonism,” 
and those who Keep pace with it will 
go on to perfection, while those who 
oppose it will break to pieces on the 
rocks of destruction. From little 


God. | has been 


things spring great things. And men 
who despise small beginnings, despise 
the works of God. Mormonism” 
adds to itself; it embraces truth; it 
seeks after 414 it takes of 
the things of God as fast as we are 
able to them. No prophet ever 
appeared to benefit mankind, but that 
persecuted and hound 
while many have been imprisoned an 
slain because they dared to preach 
their missions. Columbus, who un- 
folded the western world, died of 
starvation in a prison; Stephen 

by whose means the world is bound 
in a network of railway, was stoned 
and clubbed; Martin Luther, the re- 
former, stood up at the peril of his 
life, in the midst of his enemies, and 
dared to preach what he knew to be 
right; Jesus Christ, the Savior of the 
world, died on the cross; Joseph Smith 
followed in His footsteps, and died a 
martyr. It is the same old story. 
Men garnish the ulchres of the 
dead, while they kill the prophets. 
God grant this people may never fall 
into such a path. Remember the 
Lord has 2 done revealing prin- 
ciples, and He will yet reveal princi- 
ples that will test us more severely 
than any He has yet given. Our 
backs have but been made to bear 
the burden of trials that are to come. 
Let us profit by the lessons of the 
past. Let us live by every word that 
proceeds from the mouth of God. Had 
the Jews done so, they never would 
have crucified the humble Nazarene; 
they worship the past, and shut 
their ears to the teachings of the meek 


-and lowly Jesus. Our watchword 


must be: On to Canaan.” We must 
honor the prophets of to-day, and we 
will be pre to receive the glori- 
ous principles that are yet to be re- 
vealed in the dispensation of God’s 
providence. 


THE WORLD’S UNBELIEF. 


—— 0 — 


Ir the young men and women of Zion 
would be confirmed in the faith of 
their fathers; if they would become 
wholly convinced the sacredness 
and virtue of the Gospel as it has 


been revealed in the nt and 
have their hearts filled with satisfac- 
tion and gratitude for the precious 
testimony of its truth; let them go 
down into the great world of Babylon 


— 

* 
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and com the ever-living prin- 
2 which guide and govern the 
faithful in Zion, with the vague forms 
of worship, the hollow pretense of 
iety, and the insincere profession of 
ief which prevail there, in the name 

of Christianity, as religion 

Right in the midst of their churches 
and church-going people the most 
conspicuous evidences of the world’s 
unbelief are met. From their gorgeous 
pulpits ministers, clothed in robes of 
silk and fine linen, pay polite compli- 
ments to their elegantly attired con- 

regations, in honeyed words of praise 
— their Christian intelligence, praise 
for their Christian civilization, praise 
for their Christian religion. They 
enjoin their followers to lives of 
Christian love, as children of our 
heavenly Father, made in the express 
image of God; and in the same hour 
deny that he has body, parts, or pas- 
sions, form or individuality. hey 
worship God in the name of the only 
— Son, and have not an iota of 
belief, even that He is a Being who 
could a son. They read the 
Bible and profess to believe in every 
verse as a text of divine truth, and in 
their hearts not one in ten thousand 
believe in the first verse: “In the 
beginning God created the heavens 
and the earth.” Their civilization has 
utterly repudiated the agency of a 
Creator in the forming of the earth. 
They pray in the name of Christ and 
paraphrase His sublime sayings with 
great swelling words and manners of 
eloquence that would make any 
humble believer ashamed and that 
they would be ashamed of, if they 
thought He saw or heard them. 

The doctrines of the Savior—faith 
in His atonement, repentance, bap- 
tism for the remission of sins, the 
ministration of the Holy Ghost, the 
resurrection of the body, the organi- 
zation of His Church with apostles 
and prophets, the gifts of prophecy, 
tongues, visions, miracles, healings— 


all these and almost every other prin- 
ciple and manifestation of power, that 
characterized the personal ministry of 
Christ and the apostles, they have no 
faith in, and have dwarfed into insig- 
nificance by contrast with the glory 
of their so-called Christian civiliza- 
tion. A civilization that to-day re- 

udiates Christ in every essential 

eature claimed by Him as the Savior 
of mankind, and that would crucify 


Him were He to come again, as readily 


as did the Jews in the meridian of 
time. 

The evidences of the unbelief of 
those whose profession is Christ and 
Him crucified, and of the adoption, 
by their supporters, of Christianity as 
a profession of faith, not a rule of 
practice, are so manifest throughout 
the great cities of the world, that to 
visit them once is enough to confirm 
the faith of — believer in the word 
of the Lord to Joseph Smith, on the 
occasion of his first vision; when He 
declared that the churches professing 
to worship Him were all wrong; that 
they had changed the ordinan 
broken the everlasting covenants, an 
were teaching for doctrine the com- 
mandments of men 2 the 
Lord with their lips while their 
hearts were far from Him. 

For bearing testimony to this trath, 
which God had revealed to him, 
Joseph Smith lost his life, and his 
followers have been persecuted for 
sixty years; yet to-day the more 
honest and intelligent among men in 
the world, men of science ahd of 
letters, statesmen and theologians, 
confess the truth of the terrible ar- 
raignment, and in the communion of 
their own hearts, if they dare not 
voice it to others, admit that under 
the profession of Christianity, Christ 
has long since been depar from 
and, in the guise of faith, doubt and 
unbelief almost universally prevail.— 
Editorial, in 7'he Contributor. 


A FEARLESS ORITICISM. 
—0 


Tne action of the government in the 
matter of the confiscation of Church 


property is occasionally fearlessly 


criticized by papers of the land. 
The following from the Arizona 
Gazette is interesting: 
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THE of the are 
mined, it seems, to rob the people o 
Utah of their legitimate rights. 
When courts are resorted to to further 
4 scheme or interfere with 
the religious freedom of a people, the 
principles upon which this government 
was founded, and upon which it is 
maintained, are ruthlessly and crimin- 
ally ignored. But it seems to bea 
fact which is 4 apparent, that 
the people of Utah have no rights — 
either political or religious— which 
meddlesome cranks and partisans are 
bound to respect. The men who 
crossed the lonely prairies like the 
Pilgrims crossed the sea, and blazed 
their way through an unknown wil- 
derness, laid the foundation for ‘a 
at and prosperous state—laid it 
eep and strong—and with energy 
and perseverance rarely if ever equal- 
ed in the annals of history, toiled and 
delved that they and their kin might 
enjoy the blessings of religious belief, 
and the prosperity brought about by 
eir own way, and under their own 
roof-trees. 

In olden days firefand sword were 
brought into use to drive from the 
heart of man the belief implanted 
therein by the convictions of his own 
conscience and the dictates of heart 
and brain. A glance at the history 
of the past, down through the long 
years of crusades and assassinations, 
tells how the land was drenched with 
the blood of men, women, and chil- 
dren, whose lives were given for their 
religious opinions, Yet, we ask, have 
we a single record that tends to 
show that persecution and tyranny 
ever changed the opinions of one 
single human being? Year by 


by the star of 
w brighter; dogmas gave way 
ore the piercing rays of human 


advancement, and out from the dark- 
ness and unholy bigotry came the 
shining stars of human freedom, 
whose welcome glow covered the 
earth with a mantle of glory, and en- 
slaved mankind was at last set free 
and permitted to worship God in their 
own humble manner. 

Now, after centuries of religious 
liberty, do the law-makers of this 
country believe that they can regain, 
through the instrumentality of our 
courts of justice, what the bigots of 
old were forced to surrender to the. 
inexorable demands of Christian 
humanity under the leadership of 
Martin Luther? Laws can be framed, 
and, to the shame of our law-makers, 
have been framed, which deprive man 
of liberty and property for his reli- 
gious belief; but statutes cannot 
now, nor never could, ch either 
the religious or political opinions of 
man ; in fact, persecution in the name 
of either Church or State only inten- 
sifies such belief, and yest as long as 
it is persisted in, will tend to give 
standing to a creed which, if not in 
accordance with the propriety of good 
morals and security of govern- 
rity and perish.. ogmas, an 
men can only be judged by the re- 
sults accomplish Crime cannot 
run rampant and prosper under the 
very eyes of a watchful and intelli- 
gent community ; neither can doc- 
trines be taught under like circum- 
stances, which are foreign to and 
detrimental to our ys of govern- 
ment. Hence we believe that any 
and all legislation tending to interfere 
with the political or religious opinions 
of men, is in contradiction to a Re- 
publican form of government, and 
cannot, or should not, find a perma- 
nent place on our statute books. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 
— 
There are a number of minor wars in progress at the present time. 
The Russian Chancellor says the Ozar is desirous of settling the Persian difficulty 


peaceably. 


A bill has been introduced into the Congress of the United States providing for the 
election of the President by a direct popular vote. | 


Diphtheria is causing such ravages in the North-Western States of America, that the 
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deaths from the yellow fever epidemic in Florida last summer are comparatively insigni- 
ficant. 

The business portion of Marblehead, Massachusetts, was destroyed by fire Dec. 26, 
1888; loss $500,000. On the same day a fire in Cincinnatti destroyed $300,000 worth of 
property. 

Information has been received of the loss of the steamship Storm Queen, in the Bay of 
Biscay, with the captain and five of the crew. The disaster occurred on the 22nd of 
December last. 


A strong shock of earthquake, lasting nearly half a minute, was felt on the morning of 
December 7th at Bimouski, Father Point, Santa Flavie, and Troise Pistoles. There 
was no damage done. 

A New York dispatch states that Mr. Peter C. Campbell’s air-ship is a perfect success, 
An experimental trial was made on Coney Island, when the ship rose 500 feet, and 
alighted on the spot agreed upon. 

A Christmas-eve disaster by fire to the steamer John Hanna, bound from Quachita, 
Arkansas, to New Orleans, La., U.S.A., resulted in the loss of over seventy-five lives, 
according to the latest computations. 


The official to whom was entrusted the new inquiry into the accident tothe Czar’s 
train at Borki, has re-sifted the evidence, and his report will coincide nearly with the 
original idea that the accident was due to a criminal attempt. 

The smallest steam-engine ever made has just been completed, after two years of labor, 
for the Paris Exhibition. It is composed of 180 pieces of metal, is a shade under three- 
fifths of an inch in height, and weighs less than one-ninth of an ounce. A watchmaker 
made it. 


A report from Middleton states that a large portion of a pasture field at Park North, 
county Cork, has disappeared, leaving a deep and dangerous chasm. It is believed that 
the disappearance of the earth is due to an earthquake which occurred on Friday night, 
28th December. 


The census for 1890, preparations for which are already being made, promises to show 
in the United States a population of more than 70,000,000. The population in 1880, 
according to the census of that year, was 50,155,783 persons, of whom 43,475,840 were 
native and 6,679,943 foreign born. The natives had increased 10,484,698 from the figures 
of 1870, which were 32,991,142, or 31.5 per cent. The foreign element had gained more 
slowly, bringing the percentage for the entire population down to 30 per cent. The same 
rate of increase applied to the census of 1880 will give an increase of 15,046,639 persons 
during ten years ending 1890. 


Frozen Monsters.—A tale comes from the far north, above the Arctic circle, that 
mammoth carcases are found frozen in the ice, and that the Indians chop them out and 
feed their dogs with the meat. These carcases are as well preserved as if killed but 
yesterday, although they have lain for who knows how many thousand years in a solidly 
frozen state. Undoubtedly these animals existed coeval with the glacial period and were 
indigenous to a tropical climate ; therefore we must reason that this period came on 
almost instantaneously ; all living animals were killed by the extreme cold, and before 
their flesh could putrefy it became frozen. 


CINCINNATTI, OHIO, Dec. 5.—The Attorney-General of Ohio was here to-day in con- 
sultation with the prosecuting attorneys of Brown and Adams counties, upon the best 
means of suppressing the White Caps. The prosecuting attorneys presented the diffi- 
culties of investigation and prosecution. It is probable the State will supply money for 
the employment of detectives, and every possible effort will be made to stop the dis- 
graceful lawlessness. Meantime warnings are flying everywhere. Berkes, the man who 
was whipped at Sardinia and who is now here in the museum, was warned to-day to 
leave the museum, and Supt. Deitson of the police force also has a notice.“ 


— 
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THE PROPHECY OF FAITH. 
Sr. Paul defines faith as the assurance of things hoped for, the evidence of 
things not seen” (Heb. xi, 1). Though we have taken the foregoing text as a 
basis for our remarks, it is not purposed to treat of the nature of faith further 
than is necessary to point out the asssurance which it affords its possessor, 
that the Church of Christ shall ultimately triumph over every obstacle and 
difficulty with which it has to contend. As we progress with the considera- 
tion of our subject, we shall find that the assurance of faith“ comprehends 
— than an illusion of hope,” or the mirage which arises from fervid 

Faith, in its highest sense, deals with certainties, and is a perpetual reve- 
lation to its possessor. St. Paul informs us that faith is “the gift of God” 
(Eph. ii, 8). This language states that faith proceeds from God, and is, con- 
sequently, of God. Itis nota part of the Divine eesence, but in human beings 
it is closely allied to the Divine principle by which the Almighty oper- 
ates in the accomplishment of His purposes. There is no distinction of kind 
existing between faith in God and faith in a human being. Differences 
must be referred solely to the degree or extent to which the same principle is 
exercised by the Almighty on the one hand, and by His creatures on the 
other. As there can not possibly be two different kinds of laws of gravity, 
for instance, so neither can there be two kinds of principles of faith; hence, 
wherever it is found faith is of, and comes from God. Thus we in that 
it is a Divine principle in the soul—Divine not because it is good, pure and 
— 5 ony only, but because it. is essentially a principle which emanates from 


But the Almighty is careful not only to give His children faith, but He also 
points out to them the objects for which it shall be exercised properly and 
with His approbation. This is accomplished by developing it into a mighty 
power, or by removing the spiritual barriers which prevent its free exercise, 
when it is fixed upon the attainment of those things which it is His purpose 
to bring to pass; and by causing a diminution of its power in various ways, 
or by the certain whisperings of the Spirit when we are misled, through our 
ignorance, to try to exercise it with respect to other things which He does not 
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purpose to grant or establish. Those of the Elders of Israel who have had 
considerable experience in administering to the sick, are well aware how 
firmly these last remarks are founded in truth; and the same knowledge may 
also be gained in other practical ways. We find, then, that this grand gift of 
God is a principle of assurance, and shows the Saint that the things which he 
most strongly and freely desires, when acting under the guidance of the Al- 
mighty, are the things which most certainly cannot be, or transpire, in any 
other way than that which he has hoped for or expected. 

Some may be disposed to question the truth of the last statement. We 
may, however, arrive at the same conclusion by a somewhat different course 
of reasoning. We know that works to be performed by faith are more certain 
of being accomplished when a strong faith is exercised with respect to them, 
than when faith is weak; and the stronger the faith, the more certain are we 
that matters will turn out as we expect; and they must so transpire if faith 
is strong enough. This we all acknowledge. As faith is the gift of God, a 
mighty faith can not be exercised without His interposition; and if the means 
to work with are given, we may be sure that God desires the accomplishment 
of the purpose for which the means are bestowed. We might as well say 
that though God has given us eyes, it is not agreeable to Him that we should 
see, as it is to assume that when faith for a particular work is given, it is not 
His design that the work should be accomplished. Again, the more deter- 
mined the Almighty becomes that a certain thing shall transpire, the more 
mighty becomes the faith of those to whom the work is entrusted. The 
converse of this proposition [must be equally true, that is, the mightier the 
faith of God’s people, the more determined is God to bring to pass the matter 
towards which such faith is directed. Now, the stronger faith naturally 
causes a greater expectation, and, hence, we are brought again to the con- 
clusion noted before, viz: that the stronger and more freely a Saint can ex- 
pect the verification of any matter upon which his faith rests, the more cer- 
tain is he that that thing shall transpire as he expects it. This conclusion is 
rational, since the stronger expectation of the Saint is founded on the increased 
power which God exerts for the accomplishment of any given purpose. 

A true faith thus becomes, by signs easily read, a revelation to its possessor 
of the mind and will of God with respect to things “hoped for.” Itisa 
spiritual organ of vision, the soul’s eye, through which it may look into futu- 
rity, spanning thousands of years or the breadth of a day with equal facility, 
and it sees many of the things which shall be, as certainly as the natural eye 
reads in history what has been. This certainty evidently belongs to faith, 
for it “is the assurance of things hoped for.” But it is more than this, for 
it is the evidence of things not seen.“ The things not seen are, (among others), 
things to come, and the apostle says it is the province of faith to give evi- 
dence, testimony, proof, and certain demonstration beforehand, that they 
shall transpire as they are hoped for.” 

Faith in the light we are now considering it is a living prophecy. It does 
not deliver its oracles verbally, but by impulses, whose significance may be 
read by friend or foe. An illustrative example is offered us in the faith 
which the Latter-day Saints manifest in the ultimate triumph of their cause, 
Their faith in this respect is one of the most remarkable phenomena of this, 
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or of any other age. These people, undismayed, have faced the continually 
recurring adverse circumstances which have ever beset them from the earli- 
est period of their history. Designed obstacles, which would have deterred 
any other people but the Mormons” from attempting further advance in 
their work, have been swept aside by their irresistible march onward. No- 
thing bitherto has been able to impede their progress. When difficulties, 
like mountains, have been piled before them, the Saints have simply climbed 
to their top, and from those lofty summits they have caught entrancing views 
of the promised land beyond. We cannot, perhaps, say that the faith of the 
people is stronger now than it was in the early days of the Church, but it isa 
magnificent truth that it is as strong now as ever. The plundering enact- 
ments of the government can not quench “ Mormon” hopes; prison walls can 
not daunt the Saints’ faith; nor the fear of mobocratic violence cause it to 
wune in power. Everywhere, and at all times, it is a power of Omnipotence, 
and reveals the presence of Almighty God. 

This grand exhibition of faith is prophesying to the nations what shall 
transpire in the future. Faith, as we have found, is a Divine principle in the 
soul; it operates under Divine direction, and can be drawn out to its most 
magnificent displays only in cases where there is a Divine certainty that the 
object “ hoped for” shall be attained. The phenomenal faith, then, of the 
Saints is assuredly a phenomenal revelation to the world that “ Mormon” 
hopes and aspiration shall be realized. We can no more figure God out of 
His agency in directing the operations of faith to proper ends, than we can 
do away with Him in the principle itself. We repeat again, Faith is a 
Divine principle in the soul working for the accomplishment of a Divine 
purpose, and when the united faith of God’s people point in a certain direc- 
tion, the thing upon which that faith rests is as certain of accomplishment as 
it is that the faith exists. Such a phenomenon shows the presence of God 
and reveals His purposes. 

A genuine Christian faith may be likened to a heavenly magnetic needle 
which points forever in the direction whither God moves. If He appears on 
the right, faith can not point to the left. If He marches towards the west, 
faith knows it and adjusts itself accordingly. As well might one say that the 
magnetie needle will not point to the north, if clouds intervene, as to think 
that the magnetism of faith, whether in clouds or in sunshine, in bonds or in 
freedom, in prison or at home, will not show where the grand attracting 
centre of faith—the Almighty God—is. God has set His hand for the accom- 
plishment of certain purposes, Faith knows it, and recognizes what those pur- 
poses are. He has revealed them verbally to the Saints, and we have a 
mighty testimony respecting them by the impulses of our faith which move 
us in the direction of those very purposes. This truth may be illustrated by 
an experience which occurs in the life of every true Latter-day Saint who 
embraces the Gospel in a foreign land. God, it is true, has written in His 
law that His Saints shall gather to Zion; but the convert knows in another 
way than by this written law that he should do so. There is a feeling within 
him which almost literally pulls him toward the gathering place of the Saints. 
In the same manner faith reveals, or is a revelation to the heart of every 
Saint, that the Church of God shall triumph, and that truth shall be estab- 
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lished in all quarters of the earth. His faith laughs at difficulties, for it is 
aware that itself and they are most exquisitely adapted to each other. Faith 
to overcome, and difficulties to be overcome by it. Faith has no fear in dark- 
neas, for it is a light in the midst of darkness. Faith does not tremble be- 
cause men fail or die, because it is a principle which exists in, and emanates 
from God. 

Our reply, then, to those who ask, “ What of the darkness now hanging 
over the ‘Mormon’ Church?” is, that the faith which is of God knows no 
night; it sees in every new difficulty that arises to impede the progress of the 
Church, simply another opportunity to grapple with the foe, and, by over- 
coming him, manifest to the world where God is. Victory is as certain to 
faith while the conflict is raging, as it is when the enemy isrouted. Men may 
falter and fall by the way, but faith marches on. It is called of God to hasten 
to the end. It is blazing as brightly to-day in the hearts of thousands, as it 
was years ago in the breasts of a score. It is not vanquished—it can not be. 
It knows nothing of retreat. The years which it has lived shall never be lived 
again. The paths which it has trod shall never be passed over again. Every 
mile of the grand march is forward. Its host is not counted by numbers; it 
triumphed with u Church of six members as easily as it does with one of hun- 
dreds of thousands. It was victorious when the few were plundered of their 
property and exiled from their homes without a dollar, or a friendly roof for 
shelter; it can be so again. It has made men mighty in many ages of the 
world; it stands by those who are faithful to it.until their individual labor is 
ended, but does not see in the demise of a man the destruction of a Divine 
power. It dreads not the failings of man, for it is the right arm of Omnipo- 
tence, since by it the worlds were framed. It dreads not the conflict which 
awaits it, for the foes it now must meet have been met before and vanquished. 
Driven from heaven by faith they have fled to earth, and here are making 
their last stand. Ifthe enemy are seemingly eager for the conflict, faith is 
equally ready. Nay, more so, for this Divine warrior, Faith, has come to 
earth from heaven to grapple once more with the ancient foe, and there is no 
more hope for Lucifer on earth than there was for Lucifer in heaven. From 
heaven to earth, from earth to prison, from prison to death and hell, is God’s 
decree respecting him. | 

Towards the second scene in this superbly grand drama the faith of the 
Saints is now pointing. It reveals to the people of God what shall be, and is 
a phenomenal, every-day revelation and prophecy to the world of God’s pur- 
poses. The fulfillment of the things revealed by the faith of the Saints is 
sure; and instead of fighting longer against the inevitable, mankind would be 
far wiser should they at once set about adjusting their lives to changed and 
changing conditions, which no one can revolutionize or modify. B. 


ARRIVALS AND APPOINTMENTS.—Elder John Morgan, of Goshen, and 
Elder Isaac J. Riddle, arrived in Liverpool per S. S. Furnesia, on Wednesday, 
January 2, 1889, in good health and spirits. Elder Morgan is appointed to 
labor in the Welsh Mission, and Elder Riddle is assigned to the Liverpool 
Conference. 
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Book Norice.—We desire to announce to our friends and patrons that we 
now have in stock a full supply of the work entitled A Compendium of the 
Doctrines of the Gospel.” This book is indispensable to every one who 
desires to have at hand a means of ready reference to the Scripture passages 
which relate to the various doctrines of the Gospel. It is convenient in size, 
printed in clear type, on good paper, and is bound in roan. The price is 
3s. 6d., or 3s. 9d. when ordered by mail. Call on, or address, MILLENNIAL 
Star Office, 42, Islington, Liverpool. 


Guiascow LattTer-pay Saints.—The Latter-day Saints held their semi- 
annual conference yesterday in their hall, 87 Gallowgate, Glasgow. Several 
elders from Utah were present, among them President George Teasdale of the 
European Mission, S. F. Whittaker of the Scottish Mission, and H. M. Payne 
of the Irish Mission. A priesthood meeting bad been held the previous 
evening, reports from which showed that the mission was in a favorable con- 
dition. From the statistical reports of the Scottish Mission, it appeared that 
there were one high priest, seven subordinates, thirty-seven elders, ten priests, 
eleven teachers, eight deacons, and 258 members. Forty-nine members had 
emigrated, ten had been excommunicated, and six had died. Seventy-seven 
baptisms were reported. Several of the elders addressed the meeting. Pre- 
_ sident Teasdale, speaking of the prosperity of the European Mission, stated 
that over 1,200 had emigrated this season by their own means. The persecu- 
tion of the Church in America, and the publication of Mrs. Stenhouse’s anti- 
Mormon romance in a British religious weekly, had awakened an intelligent 
spirit of inquiry, and 1,000 copies of the Book of Mormon had been sold in 
three months, All the meetings were well attended. Te Scotsman, Dec. 
$1, 1888 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 
— — 
Upm date of December 10, 1888, Elder H. Ricks writes us from 
Grimstead as follows :— 

“T am here alone, but am giving out tracts, and trying to get acquainted 
with the people. So far as I can ascertain, the Gospel has never been 
preached here, and I hope to succeed in finding some individuals who are 
honest and brave enough to accept the truth. I never was engaged in a labor 
that gave me greater satisfaction and joy than I experience in performing my 
duty as a minister of the everlasting Gospel. I am interested in this work, 
and the days and weeks seem to pass as swiftly here as they did when I was 
at home. I trust nothing will transpire to make me less happy than I am 
now. 

In a communication of the same date, from Southery, Norfolk, received 
from the President of the Norwich Conference, he says: 

“T left Norwich on Tuesday last, to organize a District in this part of the 
Norwich Conference, and I have succeeded in holding seven meetings, and 
all listeners apparently rejoiced in hearing the glad tidings of the Gospel. 
Yesterday I held two meetings in Southery, and the audience filled the room. 
Some questions were asked, but they were given with a good feeling, and I 
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see a fair prospect here for the spread of the truth. I have been received 
very kindly by those not of the faith, as well as by the Saints. This is a 
good field for two Elders, at least, if they will trust in God and make proper 
use of the tracts you have forwarded.” 

Brother J. Eckersley writes from Leeds, December 11, 1888, saying :— 

„We are laboring diligently to push the sale of the Book of Mormon. 
Brother Hunter and myself, during the past few weeks, have sold one-half of 
the number sent us, and we still continue our labors in this direction. We 
have much joy in the performance of our duties, and feel that the Lord is 
blessing our efforts to do good. Since Conference we have baptized three 
persons in Leeds, Two of the new converts have expressed a desire to aid 
us in our work, and we have decided to let them do some tracting Sabbath 
mornings. I think the Saints in Leeds are feeling better than ever before. 
We are in search of a small room in this city in which to hold public meet- 
ings ; for, if we can get such a place and then advertize the services, we may 
be able to do greater good. We are] endeavoring to labor faithfully in every 
direction whither the inspiration of God’s Spirit leads us.” 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
— 


Cheltenham, December 7, 1888. 
President George Teasdale. 


Dear Brother, — With Ipen 
you a few lines to say that I and all 
my fellow-laborers in this Conference 
are enjoying good health at present, 
for which we are very thankful. We 
are doing all we can to warn the 

ple, but we are not always received 
very kindly by them. Last Sunday 
we had several anti- Mormons” at 
our evening meeting, and one of them 
tried to make a disturbance by groan- 
ing several times while I wass : 
ing; but a brother who was sitting 
close by him told him if he could not 
keep quiet he must retire, and this 
put a stop to his annoyance during 
the service. But the hole party, 
consisting of six or eight persons, 
waited for Brother Johnson and my- 
self outside the meeting hall, and 
when we came out they shouted, here 
come two ‘Mormon’ cut-throats,” thus 
trying to incite mob violence. We, 
however, paid no attention to them, 
and walked off. The same party ac- 
costed two or three of the Saints as 
they along, but the latter 
treated them with silent contempt. 
The ruffians then threatened to bring 


a crowd the next Sunday and make 


it warm for us. For this reason I 
have seen the inspector of police, aud 
he has promised to give us all the 
protection we need; so I do not think 
we shall experience further trouble 
from the roughs. I feel also like 
trusting in the Lord, and I know He 
will overrule all things for our good. 

An anti-“ Mormon” meeting was 
held here a few days ago, and, I un- 
derstand, they quarreled among them- 
selves; and thus, I trust, the Lord 
will put hooks in their jaws, that their 
cause shall not prosper, for they are 
fighting against the work of God 
whether they believe it or not, and 
we are told that no weapon formed 
against His work shall prosper. 

We are having a great deal of wet 
weather lately, therefure we cannot 
travel about as much as we desire; 
still we are doing all we can, and we 
hope to see some of the fruits of our 
labors in the near future. I am 
thankful to say that the Saints asa 
rule are feeling well in the Gospel. 
With respect to myself, I never felt 
better in my life. have received a 
stronger testimony of the truth of 
the — 1 since I have been called 
topp it, then I ever had before. 
I am thankful that I have been count- 


ed worthy to bear the glad tidings of 
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great joy to the children of men, and 
hope and pray that I may ever be 
found faithful to the covenants which 
I have made before the Lord. 


Ever praying for the blessings of 
God to rest upon you and all at 42, 
I remain your brother 


LAIR. 
Nottingham, December, 1888. 
President George Teasdale. 


Dear Brother, — Thinking a few 
items from here might be of interest, 
the subjoined report is submitted to 


you. 
The local priesthood of this place 


have been very energetic for the last 
two months in holding out-door meet- 
ings, at which there has been a very 

attendance. At these meetings 
a great many tracts have been distri- 
buted. The results are quite a num- 
ber of baptisms, and from twenty to 


’| years, and 


spects for good resulta in the near 
future. 

A gentleman of the city of Lincoln, 
who is a non-Mormon, and who has 
kept an open house for the Elders for 
has assisted them mate- 
rially in other ways, having seen one 
of Mrs. Stenhouse’s books in the Co- 
operative Society's reading-room of 
that place, consi it but fair that 
the “ Mormon” side of the question 
should be represented also; and so 
he offered to present to the society a 
Book of Mormon and “A Voice of 
Warning.” He to * one-third 
of the cost if Elder J. and 
I would pay the balance, to which we 
agreed; and the lib committee 
have ry oe the proposition, Sister 
Hannah Cornaby, of Spanish — 
Utah, has also contributed a copy o 
her book entitled Autobiography 
and Poems,“ to go with them. 

The Elders are united with me, and 
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thirty strangers attend meeting at we hope, with the help of God, to do 
our chapel every Sunday. The other | a 9 work this winter. 

branches are also doing a good work he Elders join in kind regards to 
by distributing tracts and assisting | yourself and all at 42.“ —I remain 
the traveling Elders to spread the your brother in the Gospel, 

word of ; and we note fair pro- G. G. HALIS. 


UTAH NEWS. 


ͤ— 


Business is brisk on the railway lines in Utah. 

Diphtheria has made its appearance again in Provo. 

A local well-driver has secured the contract to drive enough flowing wells 
to irrigate 640 acres of land in Tooele County. 

A special from Washington, lately received, says the Church case has been 
advanced in the United States Supreme Court, and will be argued on the 
14th inst. 

Wheat is worth 75 cents in Fairview, 80 cents in Chester and Mount Plea- 
sant, and 75 cents in Ephraim. Some of the larger farmers are holding on 
for a rise in price. It appears the general average of grain is below last year's 
crop. 

The light in the Recorder’s room in the Temple is seen burning late into 
the night, and sometimes all night. The work in the Temple is said to be 
very heavy, so many are taking advantage of performing the offices for the 
dead and other ordinances in that building. 

The people of Willard justly feel proud of the tabernacle which they have 
been erecting during the past season. The roof is now on, and work will be 
suspended during the winter. When completed it will surpass anything of 
the kind in Box Elder County. | 

A deposit of lithographic stone of the very finest quality has been discovered 
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in the neighborhood of Ogden, and an organization is being formed to work 
it to the best advantage. Thus are the treasures of the mountains poured 
into the lap of the “queen city of the west” by Dame Nature, with lavish 
hand. 


Somebody has taken the trouble to advise Senator Edmunds as to what 
has been going on in Utah under authority and direction of the law which 
bears his name together with that of Randolph Tucker. The Senator is 
going tu have a little investigation of his own, evidently thinking that things 
are not as they should be. Matters are becoming interesting, to say the least. 


Even the San Francisco Bulletin cannot approve the greed of those who 
are trying to get rich from the property which the Government took by force 
from the Mormon Church. The Bulletin says :—“The Government should 
set some limit to the greed of the officials engaged in the confiscation of the 
Mormon Church property. It will be a poor commentary on the conduct of 
the business if individuals are allowed to fatten on the proceeds which were 
designed to go to the public school fund. It would give the Mormons a 
specious argument against the movement.” 

The appearance of Apostle Francis M. Lyman, of Tooele County, in the 
Third District Court on December 12th, to answer to a charge of unlawful 
cohabitation, created quite a little breeze of interest, though there is nothing 
of a sensational nature in the case. The general impression has been for some 
years past that Mr. Lyman was on the “underground,” though as a fact he 
has often been seen on the streets of Salt Lake since the finding of this 
indictment. There has been no attempt of late, so far as is known, to find 
Mr. Lyman, and the step he took on the 12th was entirely voluntary. 

Said a business man recently, “It would not be a bad idea for the real 
estate men themselves to taboo those of their number who have not got sense 
enough to let up on the slush about Mormon revelations and Saintesses when 
expressing themselves in public. Theré@®is a reason for this sort of rot in the 
columns of a journal that makes its bread and butter on the scavenger prin- 
ciple, but that those who suffer in pocket because of this sort of thing should 
themselves have so little sense as to be guilty of it in public talks, and among 
others in the same business, argues that the individual is either full or is 
unsafe to be trusted alone.” 

Two new home industries have commenced operations since our last report, 
and both are located in the northern part of the city. One is the new roller 
mills of the Salt Lake Milling and Elevator Company, and the other the 
broom factory, managed by the Utah Broom Company. The former has 
double the capacity of any other mill in the Territory, and the latter a 
capacity for turning out seventy-five dozen brooms per day. A visit to the 
latter institution revealed the fact that it was in active operation, and is 
turning out an excellent article. The managers, however, complain of one 
drawback, and that is a lack of skilled labor, and it may be that they will 
be compelled to import some laborers from the east. The broom corn used 
is all imported, and cost from $90 to $120 per ton, according to quality. 
Mr. Perry, the manager, says he sees no reason why good broom corn could 
not be raised in Utah, and at such prices as those quoted above its cultivation 
should be rewarded by very fair returns. Salt Lake Herald. 
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